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Cornell University 

Founded in 1865 by Ezra Cornell and Andrew White, Cornell University 
is one of eight Ivy League universities and is located in the gorgeous city 
of Ithaca, NewYork.The founding principle of Cornell University by Ezra 
Cornell is "I would found an institution where any person can find instruction 
in any study." To date, Cornell has more than 250,000 alumni, and 64 Nobel 
laureates. 

Connections between Cornell University and China began in the 1920s. Shi 
Hu, a famous historian of modern Chinese literature, andYisheng Mao, a 
Chinese civil engineer, both studied at Cornell University. Hu Shi also gave 
Ithaca a beautiful Chinese name that signifies its beauty. Other famous 
alumni from China include Zhaoji Shi (a famous diplomat during the Repub-
lic of China era), Wanli Huang (an expert in water conservancy) and Yuanren 
Zhao (a famous linguist), etc. 



         
          

             
 

           
         

         
    

       

         
            

     

      
         

 

       
        

        
    

            Cornell Institute for 
China Economic Research 
The Cornell Institute for China Economic Research (CICER) was 
established and co-sponsored by the Cornell College of Business, the 
College of Arts and Sciences, and the Office of theVice Provost for 
International Affairs. 

CICER serves as a hub for Cornell expertise to conduct rigorous 
scientific research on China's economic and social issues.These 
world-renown experts are 17 Cornell faculty members from 6 
different colleges within Cornell University. 

CICER organizes activities in the following three areas: 

Research: bringing together top researchers from Cornell and around 
the globe to study vital economic and social issues in China using state-
of-the-art economic tools and big data. 

Policy Engagement: promoting evidence-based policymaking by 
engaging in dialogue with government agencies, think tanks, and 
international organizations. 

Education: providing opportunities for Cornell students to 
participate in research projects, hosting visiting scholars and 
graduate students, and offering training programs to college 
students, business leaders, and policymakers. 



                     
 

                                           

 

 
 

LEADERSHIP 

CICER Director & Advisory Board Members * 

Prof. Shanjun Li 
(Co-Founder & Director of CICER) 

Kenneth L. Robinson Professor, College of Business, 
Cornell University 
PhD in Economics, Duke University 

Research focus: environmental and energy 
economics; empirical industrial organization 

Dr. Jie Li 
(Executive Director of CICER) 

Senior Research Associate 
PhD in Applied Economics, 
Cornell University 

Research focus: consumer economics, marketing, 
sustainability, food and agriculture economics 

Prof. Panle Jia Barwick 
(Co-Founder of CICER & Advisory Board Member) 

The Todd E. and Elizabeth H. Warnock 
Distinguished Chair Professor, Department of 
Economics, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
PhD in Economics, Yale University 

Research focus: industrial organization, applied 
microeconomics, applied econometrics 

Prof. Pinelopi Koujianou Goldberg 
(Advisory Board Member) 

William Nordhaus Professor of Economics and 
Global Affairs,Yale University 
Former Chief Economist of the World Bank Group 
PhD in Economics, Stanford University 

Research focus: international trade, development, 
industrial organization, applied microeconomics 

* Please visit CICER website for a full list of Advisory Board Members 



  

      
 

      

      
     

  

    
  

      

   
  

  

       
   

     

     
    

     

  

     
    

    

    
   

  

     
   

    
 

  

     
     

     
  

    
     

Affiliated Faculty Members * 

Prof. Jie Bai 

Associate Professor of Public Policy, Harvard 
Kennedy School 
PhD in Economics, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology 

Research focus: Microeconomic issues of firms 
in developing countries and emerging markets 

Prof. Dave Donaldson 

Professor of Economics, Massachusetts 
Institute ofTechnology 
PhD in Economics, London School of Eco-
nomics 

Research focus: International/intranational 
trade, development economics 

Prof. Eswar Prasad 

Tolani Senior Professor ofTrade Policy, College 
of Business, Cornell University 
PhD in Economics, University of Chicago 

Research focus: Macroeconomics of financial 
globalization, financial regulation, monetary 
policy frameworks and exchange rate policies 

Dr. Ding Ding 

Deputy Division Chief, Western Hemisphere 
Department, International Monetary Fund 
PhD in Economics, Cornell University 

Research focus: Macro-financial linkages, 
international finance, Chinese economy 

Prof. Myrto Kalouptsidi 

Professor of Economics, Harvard University 
PhD in Economics,Yale University 

Research focus: Applied microeconomics, 
international trade 

Prof. Xiaobo Zhang 

Professor of economics, Peking University 
Senior research fellow, International Food 
Policy Research Institute PhD in Econom-
ics, Cornell University 

Research focus: Development economics, 
agricultural economics, and economics of 

* Please visit CICER website for a full list of Affiliated Faculty Members 
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        1 OVERVIEW 

CICER's annual summer program in econom-
ics and business was first launched in 2017. 
In this two-week program, students gain an 
in-depth understanding of the most critical 
economic, social and business challenges 
facing China, the U.S., and the world. Through 
live and interactive courses, seminars, discus-
sion-based activities, and interactions with 
Cornell faculty and students, participants have 
a great opportunity to experience college life 
at Cornell and learn about cutting-edge re-
search from Cornell’s outstanding researchers. 

Other program activities include visitation to 
Niagara Falls, Cornell’s Johnson Museum of 
Art, hiking on scenic waterfall trails, etc. 

2 COURSES* 

Foundation courses: building knowledge & skills 

• Behavioral & environmental economics 

• Economics, global strategy & sustainable business 

• Elective*: Big data & business analytics, or 

Engineering economics & systems thinking 

Business competitions: from theory to practice 

• Business analysis simulation (capstone 1) 

• Business pitch competition (capstore 2)

    3 OTHER HIGHLIGHTS 

• Information session on Cornell undergraduate 
admission by Cornell admission officers 

• Guided Cornell campus tour 

• Academic consultation with faculty, staff, and 
counselors 

• Economic research seminars 

• Official certificate of completion upon adhering to 
code of conduct and completing course require-
ments 

* Course offerings are subject to change. Please check the CICER 
website for the most updated information. 



 

  

    

 

         

FACULTY INSTRUCTORS 
Prof. Jawad Addoum 

Associate Professor 
S.C. Johnson College of Business,     
Cornell University 

PhD in Finance, Duke University 

Prof. Sarah Wolfolds 

Director of Undergraduate Studies for  
the Dyson School, 
S.C. Johnson College of Business, 
Cornell University 

PhD in Business Administration 
Strategy, Harvard Business School 

Prof. Reza Moghimi 

Senior Lecturer 
S.C. Johnson College of Business,       
Cornell University 

PhD in Industrial Engineering, New Mex-
ico State University 

Prof. Sarah Jacobson 

Professor, Chair of Environmental Studies 
and W. Van Alan Clark ‘41  Third Century 
Professorship in the Social Sciences, 
Williams College 

PhD in Economics,  
Georgia State University 

* Instructors are subject to change. 



 

  

 
 

 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 
  1 Ivy League Experiential Learning 

• Interactive courses in economics, business, and data ana-
lytics by prominent professors with support from a course 
assistant. Students immerse in fun and experiential learn-
ing through lectures, seminars, games, group discussions 
and presentations, and consultation during office hours. 

• Business analysis simulation labs offer students opportuni-
ties to work in small groups to learn and apply marketing 
strategies and business principles. Each group competes 
with another to make sound decisions that enable their 
represented companies to maximize profit and stay com-
petitive. 

• In the business pitch competition, students work to-
gether to design a bold new product or service idea 
that helps a major company expand its market. Each 
team will research a relevant market, analyze risks and 
opportunities, and craft a strategy that’s both creative 
and realistic. The goal is to think big, back up ideas with 
evidence, and deliver a persuasive pitch—just like real 
consultants competing to win over a client. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

2 Preparation for College Application 

• Undergraduate admission talk and Q&A session 
by admission officers from the College of Busi-
ness, and/or the College of Arts & Sciences. 

• Explore undergraduate programs and opportu-
nities that Cornell offers by consulting faculty, 
staff, and Cornell students. 

• Connect with culturally diverse camp coun-
selors who are Cornell students to learn about 
college application, research opportunities, and 
campus life experiences. 

• Guided campus tour offers students a broad 
understanding of what makes Cornell unique! 



                               
 

                     
 

                                                 

       
   

       
     

     
     

      
     
    

     

          
                           

     
     
3 A Summer Experience

 Amidst Nature 
(Residence campers only) 

• Enjoy Cornell’s natural beauty by hiking 
on scenic waterfall trails. 

• Stay at Cornell’s newest residence halls 
and dine at Cornell’s all-you-can-eat din-
ing rooms. (Cornell University is consis-
tently ranked for best campus food) 

• Visit Cornell’s Johnson Museum of Art 
and immerse in Cornell’s summer out-
door concerts with the locals! 

• Visit the magnificent Niagara Falls. 

I had a really good time! All the classes were 
really fun and engaging; as a result, I learned 
a lot. Overall, I had a very positive experience. 
— Rayan Almony 

I appreciate that I had the opportunity to grow 
both as a student, and a person. The team for the 
CICER program made a positive impact on me! 
— Eduardo Ruiz 

I have a lot of wonderful memories with friends 
and gained much invaluable knowledge here. 
My favorite part of Cornell is the dining halls, 
especially the [Cornell-made] ice-cream! 
— Allen Hu 

This program has greatly impacted my life positive-
ly and reshaped my perspective on what college life 
truly means... the teachers took the time to talk to 
me about their own experiences in higher education 
and shared insights into their respective fields. I 
learned how to express myself more and to be more 
comfortable in an uncomfortable environment. 
— Vincent Huang 

https://scl.cornell.edu/news-events/news/cornell-highest-princeton-review-campus-food
https://scl.cornell.edu/news-events/news/cornell-highest-princeton-review-campus-food
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