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 Cornell University 

Founded in 1865 by Ezra Cornell and Andrew White, Cornell University is one 
of eight Ivy League universities and is located in the gorgeous city of Ithaca, 
New York. The founding principle of Cornell University by Ezra Cornell is 
"I would found an institution where any person can find instruction in any study." 
To date, Cornell has more than 250,000 alumni, and 64 Nobel laureates. 

Connections between Cornell University and China began in the 1920s. Shi 
Hu, a famous historian of modern Chinese literature, and Yisheng Mao, a 
Chinese civil engineer, both studied at Cornell University. Hu Shi also gave 
Ithaca a beautiful Chinese name that signifies its beauty. Other famous 
alumni from China include Zhaoji Shi (a famous diplomat during the 
Republic of China era), Wanli Huang (an expert in water conservancy) and 
Yuanren Zhao (a famous linguist), etc. 



         
          

             
 

           
         

         
    

       

        
            

      

      
         

 

       
         

        
   

    
 

Cornell Institute for China 
Economic Research 

The Cornell Institute for China Economic Research (CICER) was 
established and co-sponsored by the Cornell College of Business, the 
College of Arts and Sciences, and the Office of theVice Provost for 
International Affairs. 

CICER serves as a hub for Cornell expertise to conduct rigorous 
scientific research on China's economic and social issues.These 
world-renown experts are 17 Cornell faculty members from 6 
different colleges within Cornell University. 

CICER organizes activities in the following three areas: 

Research: bringing together top researchers from Cornell and 
around the globe to study vital economic and social issues in China 
using state-of-the-art economic tools and big data. 

Policy Engagement: promoting evidence-based policymaking by 
engaging in dialogue with government agencies, think tanks, and 
international organizations. 

Education: providing opportunities for Cornell students to partic-
ipate in research projects, hosting visiting scholars and graduate 
students, and offering training programs to college students, 
business leaders, and policymakers. 



      

L E A D E R S H I P  

CICER Directors & Advisory Board Members * 

Prof. Shanjun Li 
(Co-Founder & Director of CICER) 

Kenneth L. Robinson Professor, College of Business, 
Cornell University 
PhD in Economics, Duke University 

Research focus: environmental and energy 
economics; empirical industrial organization 

Dr. Jie Li 
(Executive Director of CICER) 

Senior Research Associate 
PhD in Applied Economics, Cornell University 

Research focus: consumer economics, marketing, 
sustainability, food and agriculture economics 

Prof. Panle Jia Barwick 
(Co-Founder of CICER & Advisory Board Member) 

The Todd E. and Elizabeth H. Warnock Dis-
tinguished Chair Professor, Department of 
Economics, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
PhD in Economics,Yale University 

Research focus: industrial organization, applied 
microeconomics, applied econometrics 

Prof. Pinelopi Koujianou Goldberg 
(Advisory Board Member) 

William Nordhaus Professor of Economics and 
Global Affairs, Yale University 
Former Chief Economist of the World Bank Group 
PhD in Economics, Stanford University 

Research focus: international trade, development, 
industrial organization, applied microeconomics 

* Please visit CICER website for a full list of Advisory Board Members 



           

                                 

           

      

  Affiliated Faculty Members * 

Prof. Jie Bai 

Associate Professor of Public Policy, 
Harvard Kennedy School 
PhD in Economics, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology 

Research focus: microeconomic issues of firms 
in developing countries and emerging markets 

Prof. Dave Donaldson 

Professor of Economics, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
PhD in Economics, London School of Economics 

Research focus: international/intranational 
trade, development economics 

Prof. Eswar Prasad 

Tolani Senior Professor of Trade Policy, 
College of Business, Cornell University 
PhD in Economics, University of Chicago 

Research focus: macroeconomics of financial 
globalization, financial regulation, monetary 
policy frameworks and exchange rate policies 

Dr. Ding Ding 

Deputy Division Chief, Western Hemisphere 
Department, International Monetary Fund 
PhD in Economics, Cornell University 

Research focus: macro-financial linkages, 
international finance, Chinese economy 

Prof. Myrto Kalouptsidi 

Professor of Economics, Harvard University 
PhD in Economics,Yale University 

Research focus: applied microeconomics, 
international trade 

Prof. Xiaobo Zhang 

Professor of Economics, Peking University 
Senior research fellow, International Food 
Policy Research Institute PhD in Economics, 
Cornell University 

Research focus: development economics, 
agricultural economics, and economics of China 

* Please visit CICER website for a full list of Affiliated Faculty Members 
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   1 OVERVIEW 

CICER's annual summer program in economics 
and business was first launched in 2017. The 
overall goal of the tailored program is 
to help college students gain indepth under-
standing of the most critical economic, so-
cial and business challenges facing China, the 
U.S., and the world. Through interactive cours-
es, seminars, discussion-based activities, and 
interactions with Cornell faculty and students, 
participants have the opportunity to experi-
ence Cornell’s academic environment and learn 
about cutting-edge research from Cor-
nell's outstanding researchers. CICER's elite sum-
mer program has attracted ambitious stu-
dents from top universities around the world 
and guided students in academic pursuits and 
career planning. 

Other program activities include visitations to 
Niagara Falls, Watkins Glen State Park, and/or 
Fingerlakes winery. 

    2 COURSES* 
• Economics (applied, behavioral economics) 

• Big data & business analytics 

• Business analysis simulation labs (capstone) 

(Instructors and course assistant hold office hours for 
questions about course contents.)

   3 OTHER HIGHLIGHTS 

• Information session on graduate school appli-
cations 

• Economics/finance-related research seminars 

• Consultation with faculty 

• Panel discussion by successful industry leaders 

• Guided Cornell campus tour 

• Certificate of completion upon adhering to 
code of conduct and completing course re-
quirements 

• CICER director's recommendation letter for 
outstanding students 

* Course offerings are subject to change. Please check the 
CICER website for the most updated information. 



  

     

  

 

         

FACULTY INSTRUCTORS * 

Prof. Jawad Addoum 

                Associate Professor  
S.C. Johnson College of Business, 
Cornell University 

PhD in Finance, Duke University 

Prof. Sarah Wolfolds 

Director of Undergraduate Studies 
for the Dyson School, 
S.C. Johnson College of Business, 
Cornell University 

PhD in Business Administration 
Strategy, Harvard Business School 

Prof. Reza Moghimi 

Senior Lecturer 
S.C. Johnson College of Business,       
Cornell University 

PhD in Industrial Engineering,             
New Mexico State University 

Prof. Sarah Jacobson 

Professor, Chair of Environmental Studies 
and W. Van Alan Clark ‘41  Third Century 
Professorship in the Social Sciences, 
Williams College 

PhD in Economics,                                      
Georgia State University 

* Instructors are subject to change, please visit the CICER website for the most updated information. 



       

    
      

  
   

 

 PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

1 Ivy League Experiential Learning 

• Interactive courses and seminars in economics, 
fnance, and big data & business analytics by promi-
nent professors with support from a course assistant. 
Students immerse in fun and experiential learning 
through lectures, seminars, games, group discussions 
and presentations, and consultation during ofce 
hours. 

• Business analysis simulation labs offer students op-
portunities to work in small groups to learn and apply 
marketing strategies and business principles. Each 
group competes with another to make sound decisions 
that enable their represented companies to maximize 
profit and stay competitive. 



 

 

 

 

        2 Graduate School & Career Planning 

• Information and Q&A session about graduate 
school application led by admission committee 
member. 

• Consultation with faculty about Cornell gradu-
ate programs, research and networking oppor-
tunities, career goals, and life in the U.S. 

• Panel discussions about career choices and 
working experiences of successful industry lead-
ers from the banking sector, renowned organi-
zations, and/or start-up companies. 

• Connections with Cornell faculty, Masters and 
Ph.D. students to learn about their academic & 
life experiences. 



 

 

 

 

  

                                                                

 

 

                                                                                     

 

     3 Field Trips and Recreational Activities 

• Take the Maid-of-the-Mist boat ride to closely enjoy the magnifi-
cent view of the world-famous Niagara Falls. 

• Hike at the picturesque Watkins Glen State Park ― the most 
famous of the Finger Lakes State Parks ― and enjoy 19 waterfalls 
along the trail. 

• Take a wine-tasting excursion to one of many Finger Lakes winer-
ies, which are famous for their high-quality cool-climate wines. 

• Canoe around Cornell’s Beebe Lake in the heart of campus, and/ 
or challenge yourself in rock climbing at Cornell’s Lindseth Climb-
ing Center. 

StudentTestimonials * 

We spent three weeks together with other students 

from different backgrounds and had an excellent op-

portunity to get in touch with the world-class profes-

sors in marketing, finance, and applied economics. 

― Huilin Li, New York University-Shanghai 

The courses are not just about theories; the instructors 

included lots of examples and data in real life, which came 

from their research.   ― Mian Liang, University of Arizona 

For the first time, I experienced taking an undergradu-

ate level course in an Ivy league school and witnessed 

several research seminars held by prominent scholars. 

― Jiarui Qian, China Agricultural University 

The 21 days spent in the CICER summer program is the 

most meaningful and memorable summer in my college 

experience. ― Yuan Yao, Beijing Normal University 

* More student testimonials can be found at 
https://business.cornell.edu/centers/cicer/summer-college-program/testimonials/ 

https://business.cornell.edu/centers/cicer/summer-college-program/testimonials/
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